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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ECON EEWT CH 

SUBJ: PRC PLANNERS TRAVEL ABROAD 

REF: A) PEKING 819, B) PEKING 796, C) PEKING 846 

1 . SUMMARY. A SURPRISINGLY LARGE NUMBER OF PRC STUDY 
MISSIONS TRAVELING ABROAD INCLUDE HIGH RANKING OFFICIALS 
OF THE STATE PLANNING COMMISSION. ACCORDING TO ONE 
CHINESE SOURCE, THE PLANNERS ARE RECEIVING NEEDED EXPOSURE 
TO MODERN TECHNOLOGIES AFTER TEN YEARS OF ISOLATION IN 
CHINA. THE PLANNERS' TRAVEL MAY ALSO INDICATE THAT THE 
FOREIGN COMPONENT OF THE 1976-1985 PLAN IS NOT YET COMPLETE. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. PRC ECONOMIC STUDY DELEGATIONS TO ADVANCED INDUSTRUAL 
COUNTRIES, WHICH SEEM TO BE ON THE INCREASE THIS SPRING, 

FREQUENTLY HAVE INCLUDED VICE MINISTERS OF THE STATE 
PLANNING COMMISSION (SPC). THE PRESENCE OF PLANNING 
OFFICIALS ON HIGH-LEVEL DELEGATIONS WAS NOTED LAST 
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DECEMBER WHEN SPC VICE MINISTER YUAN PAO-HUA 
ACCOMPANIED LI CHIANG TO BRITAIN AND FRANCE AND 
THEN IN JANUARY WHEN VICE MINISTER LI JEN-CHUN 
ACCOMPANIED A PRC PETROLEUM CORPORATION DELEGATION 
TO THE US. 

3. THE LIST OF SPC VICE MINISTERS AND OTHER SPC 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


OFFICALS TRAVELING ABROAD WILL LENGTHEN CONSIDERABLY 

THIS SPRING. ON MARCH 28 A DELEGATION INCLUDING 

TWO SPC VICE MINISTERS, YUAN YUN AND FANG WEI-CHUNG, 

LEFT FOR JAPAN (REF C). A COAL INDUSTRY DELEGATION 

VISITING WEST GERMANY IN MARCH INCLUDED VICE MINISTER 

CHIN HSI-YING (REF A). IN APRIL, SPC VICE MINISTER 

KU HSIU-LIEN WILL ACCOMPANY THE CHINA CHEMICAL 

FIBER TECHNICAL STUDY GROUP TO THE US. PLANNING 

OFFICIALS WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE DELEGATION TO 

EUROPE THIS SPRING HEADED BY METALLURGY MINISTER 

TANG KE, ALTHOUGH IT IS NOT KNOWN WHETHER ONE OF 

THE FOUR VICE MINISTERS ACCOMPANYING WILL BE FROM THE SPC. THE 

KU MU DELEGATION TO VISIT EUROPE IN MAY (REF B) WILL 

INCLUDE 30 PERSONS, INCLUDING SOME PROVINCIAL LEADERS, 

BUT OUR CONTACTS SAY THAT THE NAMELIST IS UNDECIDED. 

IT IS NOT KNOWN WHETHER OTHER PLANNING OFFICIALS WILL JOIN THE 
DELEGATION TO EUROPE THAT SPC VICE MINISTER KU MING WILL HEAD (THE 
DELEGATION WILL INCLUDE VICE MINISTERS OF RAILWAYS, 
COMMUNICATIONS, AND CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION, HOWEVER. AS WELL 
AS DEPUTY CHAIRMEN OF REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEES IN SHANGHAI, 
SHANSI, HUNAN, KANSU, SZECHWAN AND LIAONING). 

4. CHINESE OFFICIALS RECENTLY EXPLAINED TO THE BRITISH THAT 
PLANNING OFFICIALS ARE BEING INCLUDED IN STUDY MISSIONS BECAUSE, 
AFTER TEN YEARS OF RELATIVE ISOLATION, THEY NEED TO BE 
FAMILIARIZED WITH MODERN TECHNOLOGIES AND ECONOMIES. THIS MAY 
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INDICATE THAT THE FOREIGN COMPONENT OF THE TEN YEAR (1976-1985) 
PLAN IS STILL BEING DRAFTED. AN ACTIVE PROGRAM OF INFORMATION- 
GATHERING IS APPARENTLY BEING CONDUCTED BY THE CHINESE, AND MAY 
UNDERLIE MOST OF THIS SPRING'S VISITS ABROAD. 

WOODCOCK 
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